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“The sustainable Barcelona of the 21st century
has to be a place where solutions are found.

These socio-economic, environmental and urban planning-based
solutions will preserve and improve the quality and quantity of recreational
spaces for the community, “people spaces” - streets and squares, parks
and gardens and with plenty of green spaces and people-friendly
architecture. Solutions:so that the mixed, compact city that we so
desire does not become overcrowded and suffocating. Ways of recovering
and re-shaping the urban fabric, emphasising creative rehabilitation
and always looking towards the future. Solutions that provide new
mobility based on public transport that/is equally accessible for all,
regardless of destination, with moderate environmental costs. Solutions
that will result in healthier people and a healthier environment, free
of waste, with less noise, with breathable air and that is decent for
other living beings that share the same space with us. Solutions,
therefore, that integrate selective collection practices and waste recovery
and recycling; that put.a premium on fresh and healthy food; that save
water, energy and-resources; that minimise the city's negative impact
on the planet and the atmosphere. Solutions, finally and above:all, that

foster positive social integration and the social well being of people, ;

wherever they'may come from”.

(From the People’s Commitment towards Sustainability)
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Barcelona’s Comm

towards Sustainibility

In 1995, the city of Barcelona signed the Aalborg Charter, and like
thousands of towns and cities around the world, it decided to embrace
the principals and values of sustainable development as a part of its
governmental strategy. The Aalborg Charter and other international
agreements signed by the Barcelona City Council, have spurred the
city on to promote the development of its local Agenda 21 programme
whilst simultaneously implementing sustainability criteria in municipal
services and activities.

In developing the Local Agenda 21 programme (1998-2002), all the
city's organisations and groups were encouraged to get involved in the
process, due to the belief that a more sustainable city can only be
created if everyone takes part and works together. As a result, the
People’s Commitment towards Sustainability was adopted - a document
of principals and goals that are shared by all of the city organisations,
which have voluntarily signed up to it. To date, some 640 city
organisations have signed this Commitment.






